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2. State facts as to why the Application should not be granted or why it should be granted 
in part or on certain conditions: 
 

A. Save the World’s Rivers (STWR) is an organization with over 1,500 members and 
50,000 supporters in the Colorado River basin who enthusiastically appreciate and 
support a healthier, cleaner, and more free-flowing river. The dedication of the 
Shoshone Water Rights to instream flow will have important impacts on the 
ecological health of the Colorado River and, consequently, important impacts on 
STWR’s members’ interests.  
 

B. To protect its members’ interests, STWR participated as a party in the Colorado 
Water Conservation Board’s (CWCB) process regarding the acquisition of the 
Shoshone Water Rights for instream flow. With its party status, STWR advocated 
for dedicating the Shoshone Water Rights’ total combined decreed rate of 1,408 
c.f.s. to instream flow, arguing that dedicating the full decreed rights was 
consistent with the purposes of the instream flow program and would maximize 
the environmental benefits of the transfer.  
 

C. STWR enters this matter to obtain information about changes to the Shoshone 
Water Rights and to protect STWR's members’ interests in sustaining the 
ecological health of the Colorado River by ensuring the maximum amount of the 
Shoshone Water Rights is available for use as instream flow. 
 

D. STWR holds the Applicants to “strict proof” on their claims as to all elements of the 
Application, including any proposed modifications to the amount of the Shoshone 
Water Rights available for instream flow.  

 
3. STWR reserves the right to raise additional grounds of objection at such time as 

additional facts concerning the Application and its claims become available. 
 

4. This Statement of Opposition is ongoing and shall apply to any subsequent amended 
applications that may be filed. 
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Respectfully submitted on January 28, 2026. 

 

By:         _________                     
Wyatt Sassman (#51890)  
Paige Autry (Student Attorney) 
Jordan Cruz (Student Attorney) 
Matthew Scribner (Student Attorney) 
Drew Woodward (Student Attorney) 
Environmental Law Clinic 
University of Denver  
Sturm College of Law 
2255 East Evans Avenue 
Denver, CO 80208 
(303) 871-6140 
wyatt.sassman@du.edu 
paige.autry@du.edu 
jordan.cruz@du.edu 
matthew.scribner@du.edu  
andrew.c.woodward@du.edu 
  
Counsel for Opposer Save the World’s Rivers  
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE  
 

I certify that on January 28, 2026, I electronically filed the forgoing Statement of 
Opposition of Save the World’s Rivers and served it on all parties via electronic or 
mail service:  
 

Party Name Party Type Party 
Status Attorney/Paraprofessional Name 

Aspen City of Opposer Active 

ANDREA LUISE BENSON 
(Alperstein Covell PC) 
GILBERT Y MARCHAND (Alperstein 
Covell PC) 

Aurora City of Opposer Active 

AUSTIN C HAMRE (HAMRE 
RODRIGUEZ OSTRANDER AND 
PRESCOTT PC) 
DULCINEA ZDUNSKA HANUSCHAK 
(Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck 
LLP) 
IAN JOSEPH BEST (Aurora City 
Attorneys Office) 
JOSHUA SAMUEL MANN 
KATHERINE DUNCAN (Brownstein 
Hyatt Farber Schreck LLP) 
RUTH ELIZABETH MORRIS 
(Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck 
LLP) 
STEPHEN CROCKETT CANN 
(Aurora City Attorneys Office) 
STEVEN OWEN SIMS (Brownstein 
Hyatt Farber Schreck LLP) 

Basalt Water Conservancy 
District Opposer Active 

CHRISTOPHER L GEIGER (Balcomb 
and Green PC) 
SARA MARIE DUNN (Balcomb and 
Green PC) 

Breckenridge Town of Opposer Active GLENN EDWARD PORZAK (Porzak 
Law LLC) 

Cache La Poudre Water Users 
Association Opposer Active 

DANIEL KENNETH BROWN 
(Fischer Brown Bartlett Larsen and 
Irby PC) 
WHITNEY PHILLIPS COULTER 
(Fischer Brown Bartlett Larsen and 
Irby PC) 
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Party Name Party Type Party 
Status Attorney/Paraprofessional Name 

Castle Rock Town of Opposer Active 

CASEY JOSEPH WEAVER (Lyons 
Gaddis PC) 
MADOLINE WALLACE-GROSS 
(Lyons Gaddis PC) 

Clifton Water District Opposer Active KIRSTEN MARIE KURATH 
(McDonough Law LLC) 

Climax Molybdenum Company Opposer Active 

SHEELA S STACK (Nazarenus Stack 
and Wombacher LLC) 
STACY LOUISE BROWNHILL 
(Nazarenus Stack and Wombacher 
LLC) 

Clinton Ditch And Reservoir 
Company Opposer Active GLENN EDWARD PORZAK (Porzak 

Law LLC) 

Colorado River Water 
Conservation Dist Applicant Active 

BRUCE CONLAN WALTERS 
(Colorado River Water 
Conservation District) 
JASON VICTOR TURNER (Colorado 
River Water Conservation District) 
PETER CHENEY FLEMING 
(Colorado River Water 
Conservation District) 

Colorado Springs City of Opposer Active 

MICHAEL JOHN GUSTAFSON 
(Colorado Springs Office of the City 
Attorney) 
NATHAN M ENDERSBEE (Colorado 
Springs Office of the City Attorney) 

Colorado Water Conservation 
Board Applicant Active JENNIFER LYN MELE (CO Attorney 

General) 

Colorado Water Trust Opposer Active 

ANDREA MARIE BONATO-GACH 
(Colorado Water Trust) 
JOSH BLAKE BOISSEVAIN 
(Colorado Water Trust) 
KATHERINE ABBOTT DANIELS 
RYAN (Colorado Water Trust) 

Cottonwood Water And 
Sanitation District Opposer Active 

ELIZABETH DOWNES TRUITT 
(Moses, Wittemyer, Harrison and 
Woodruff, P.C.) 
RICHARD JOHN MEHREN (Moses, 
Wittemyer, Harrison and Woodruff, 
P.C.) 

Division 5 Engineer Division Engineer Active DIVISION 5 WATER ENGINEER 
(State of Colorado DWR Division 5) 
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Party Name Party Type Party 
Status Attorney/Paraprofessional Name 

Fort Collins City of Opposer Active ERIC RYAN POTYONDY (Fort 
Collins City Attorneys Office) 

Gary Land Company LLC the Opposer Active 

ELIZABETH DOWNES TRUITT 
(Moses, Wittemyer, Harrison and 
Woodruff, P.C.) 
RICHARD JOHN MEHREN (Moses, 
Wittemyer, Harrison and Woodruff, 
P.C.) 

Grand County Board County 
Commissioners Opposer Active 

DAVID C TAUSSIG (Curtis Justus 
and Zahedi LLC) 
JOHN P JUSTUS (Curtis Justus and 
Zahedi LLC) 
KATE BOSH (Curtis Justus and 
Zahedi LLC) 

Grand Valley Irrigation 
Company Opposer Active FREDERICK G ALDRICH (Aldrich 

Law Firm LLC) 
Grand Valley Water Users 
Association Opposer Active KIRSTEN MARIE KURATH 

(McDonough Law LLC) 

Inverness Water And 
Sanitation District Opposer Active 

ELIZABETH DOWNES TRUITT 
(Moses, Wittemyer, Harrison and 
Woodruff, P.C.) 
RICHARD JOHN MEHREN (Moses, 
Wittemyer, Harrison and Woodruff, 
P.C.) 

J Tucker Opposer Active N/A 

Middle Park Water 
Conservancy District Opposer Active 

KAITLIN LOISEAU RANDALL (JVAM 
PLLC) 
KENT HOWARD WHITMER (JVAM 
PLLC) 

Municipal Subdistrict NCWCD Opposer Active 

BENNETT WILLIAM RALEY (Trout 
Raley) 
LISA M THOMPSON (Trout Raley) 
LUCAS EDGAR SCOTT O'BRIEN 
(Trout Raley) 
MICHAEL A KOPP (Trout Raley) 
TREVOR ISAAC KLEIN (Trout 
Raley) 
WILLIAM DAVIS WERT (Trout 
Raley) 

Northern Colorado Water 
Conservancy Dist Opposer Active 

BENNETT WILLIAM RALEY (Trout 
Raley) 
LISA M THOMPSON (Trout Raley) 
LUCAS EDGAR SCOTT O'BRIEN 
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Party Name Party Type Party 
Status Attorney/Paraprofessional Name 

(Trout Raley) 
MICHAEL A KOPP (Trout Raley) 
TREVOR ISAAC KLEIN (Trout 
Raley) 
WILLIAM DAVIS WERT (Trout 
Raley) 

Orchard Mesa Irrigation 
District Opposer Active KIRSTEN MARIE KURATH 

(McDonough Law LLC) 

Pitkin County BOCC Opposer Active 

ANNE MARIE MCPHEE (Pitkin 
County Attorney) 
ELIZABETH DOWNES TRUITT 
(Moses, Wittemyer, Harrison and 
Woodruff, P.C.) 
JENNIFER M DILALLA (Moses, 
Wittemyer, Harrison and Woodruff, 
P.C.) 
MOLLY KATHLEEN HAUG-
RENGERS (Moses, Wittemyer, 
Harrison and Woodruff, P.C.) 
RICHARD YOUNG NEILEY (Pitkin 
County Attorney) 

Public Service Company of 
Colorado Applicant Active 

CAROLYN F BURR (Welborn 
Sullivan Meck Tooley PC) 
JAMES MERLE NOBLE (Welborn 
Sullivan Meck Tooley PC) 

South Metro Water Supply 
Authority Opposer Active 

CASEY JOSEPH WEAVER (Lyons 
Gaddis PC) 
MADOLINE WALLACE-GROSS 
(Lyons Gaddis PC) 

South Metro Wise Authority Opposer Active 

CASEY JOSEPH WEAVER (Lyons 
Gaddis PC) 
MADOLINE WALLACE-GROSS 
(Lyons Gaddis PC) 

Southeastern Colorado Water 
Conservancy Opposer Active 

APRIL DENISE HENDRICKS (Jewell 
Jimmerson Natural Resources Law) 
PETER DANIEL JAACKS (Jewell 
Jimmerson Natural Resources Law) 
PETER DANIEL LEVISH 
(Southeastern Colorado Water 
Conservancy District) 

Southwestern Water 
Conservation District Opposer Active BETH VAN VURST (Van Vurst Law 

LLC) 
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Party Name Party Type Party 
Status Attorney/Paraprofessional Name 

St Vrain And Left Hand Water 
Cons Dist Opposer Active 

ALISON ID GORSEVSKI (Lyons 
Gaddis PC) 
SCOTT E HOLWICK (Lyons Gaddis 
PC) 

State And Division Engineers Opposer Active 

DEREK L TURNER (CO Attorney 
General) 
MACKENZIE THERESA HERMAN 
(CO Attorney General) 

State Engineer State Engineer Active 
COLORADO DIVISION OF WATER 
RESOURCES (State of Colorado - 
Division of Water Resources) 

Summit County Board of 
Commissioners Opposer Active THOMAS W KORVER (Hayes 

Poznanovic Korver LLC) 

Thornton City of Opposer Active MEGAN CHRISTENSEN (City of 
Thornton) 

Ute Water Conservancy 
District Opposer Active 

CHRISTOPHER L GEIGER (Balcomb 
and Green PC) 
SARA MARIE DUNN (Balcomb and 
Green PC) 

Water Supply And Storage 
Company Opposer Active 

BRENT A BARTLETT (Fischer 
Brown Bartlett Larsen and Irby PC) 
WHITNEY PHILLIPS COULTER 
(Fischer Brown Bartlett Larsen and 
Irby PC) 

 
  

 
 

          _____________           
Wyatt Sassman  

Counsel for Opposer   
Save the World’s Rivers  

 
 


